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AD HOC COMMITTEE 
Tentative Minutes 

October 4, 2018 

 

1. Call Meeting to Order: Chairman Finfrock called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. 

Present: Lee Meyers, Rick Fritz, Marcia Heuer, Dan Janes, Stan Asp, Keith Poole, and 

Scott Christenson. 

2. Public Comment  

Chairman Finfrock took a moment to make the attendees aware of the purpose of this 

meeting is to be an organizational meeting. We will discuss the current procedures and 

process and will focus on them. Chairman Finfrock expressed that there will be a public 

comment session but it will be reduced to three minutes since the focus is on the 

organization and procedures on the current procedure of the Special Use Permits for solar 

Farms.  

Attorney Mike Shalbrack brought procedural questions for the Ad Hoc Committee to 

consider: 

1) How will the minutes of the Ad Hoc committee be recorded and will the meetings be 

digitally recorded?  

2)  Is there going to be a schedule posted for the Ad Hoc Committee meetings? Chairman 

Finfrock stated that will be decided upon at this evening’s organizational meeting. 

3) Will the Ad Hoc Committee have the ability to take information directly from 

homeowners or affected parties and if so what is the process to make this happen? 

4)   Does the Ad Hoc Committee have the ability to take information directly from Township 

Trustees? What is the procedure for the Ad Hoc Committee to receive information from 

constitutes and proponents? Is the information available through the Freedom of 

Information Act? 

5) Does the Ad Hoc Committee have direct communication from the proponents of solar 

farms and how are those records being kept? 

Chairman Finfrock shared the focus of this meeting is to go through the current procedures 

and practices and finding things that they think might be worthy of suggestions to the 

Committee itself. There are no intentions of hearing from either side; the goal of this 

committee is to look strictly at what we are currently doing and what we should be doing. 

If there are things that we should be doing besides what we are doing in our procedures 

and practices. Chairman Finfrock suggested that comments and documents from both 

protagonist and antagonists be sent to the Zoning Administration as they wouldn’t be 

addressed by the Ad Hoc Committee. Chairman Finfrock also stated that the minutes will 

be posted on the Ogle County Website when they are available. 

Curt Broski reads a prepared statement. Suggested at looking at other states that have more 

mature solar farms and use their standards as well.  There are 685,000 potential acres in 

Ogle County there certainly are places for them to be put just hoping they are not located 

near Cities, Villages and Municipalities. 

Marlene. Miller from Stillman Valley shared a video of the solar farm that is up by the 

Rockford Airport. Miller also shared the location of Site 13 that is in Stillman Valley that 
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is surrounded by homes. She shared that the Rockford location is fitting because it doesn’t 

interfere with people and residential areas but the Stillman location is not. 

David Cargill spoke on behalf of the IBEW Local 364 and their support for the solar farms 

due to the ability to bring jobs to this area.  

Curt Freeberg shared that there is a lot of misinformation being put out on solar farms.  

Jessie Coffey spoke of buying property and receiving a letter stating that her property could 

be a site location for a solar farm. Would like to have the Ad Hoc Committee to put into 

place ordinances to protect others from buying their dream homes. 

Reed Willis speaks on behalf of SunEast Development, looking to build solar farms. Asks 

that the communication be put out there for members of the communities being effected by 

solar farms. His hope is that the information can be shared from all angles of the building 

process to get all inputs and provide a comfortable and agreeable understanding in the 

county.  

Cindy Miller stated that the Moratorium needs to be kept Countywide until there have been 

standards for the entire County and not just one corner. 

3. Mission Statement: 

Chairman Finfrock shared the mission statement of the Ad Hoc Committee: “To 

understand the current procedures and processes for the solar farms in Ogle County. 

Making suggestions to the Assessment Planning and Zoning Committee that the Ad Hoc 

Committee feels should be considered.” 

Janes shared that he will be attending both the Starved Rock Conference and the East Peoria 

Conference. He has spoken with several individuals and is researching what are the proper 

areas that will work for as many people as possible in the County. Janes shared that it is 

his mindset that whatever is decided it needs to be fare for everyone and that is what makes 

this such a difficult task.  

4. Discussion of the following topics  

a. The current (2017) Ordinance Approving Amendments to the text of the County 

Amendatory Zoning Ordinance; 

b. The Current Solar Farm Special Use Permit;  

c. The Current Ogle County Amendatory Zoning Ordinance;  

d. The Current Standard Ag Impact Mitigation Agreement;  

e. Survey of Illinois County Solar Farms/Solar Energy System Requirements.  
 

5. A PowerPoint about Solar Farms in Ogle County: 

Michael Reibel, Planning & Zoning Administrator, explained the breakdown of what the 

Zoning Department looks for and how they make basic decisions based on the standards 

that have been set within the department for Special Uses. The general breakdown of the 

zones and the specific guidelines within each of those zones; from the process of applying 

for a public hearing to the recommendations of the Zoning Board of Appeals Committee. 

Special Use Permit is valid for one year unless they request the County Board for additional 

time. 

6. Comments from the Committee: 
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Chairman Finfrock asked the committee members to review the documents:  

a. The current (2017) Ordinance Approving Amendments to the text of the County 

Amendatory Zoning Ordinance; 

b. County Amendatory Zoning Ordinance; 

c. Solar Farm Special Use Permit;  

d. Ogle County Amendatory Zoning Ordinance;  

e. Standard Ag Impact Mitigation Agreement;  

f. Survey of Illinois County Solar Farms/Solar Energy System Requirements. 

Bring questions and suggestions after reading through those documents; as well as any 

questions from Mr. Reibel’s PowerPoint presentation. 

7. Here being no further business, Chairman Finfrock adjourned the meeting at 5:25 pm 

until Wednesday, October 10th at 5:30 pm.  

 
Respectfully Submitted: 

June Jacobs and 

Laura J. Cook 

Ogle County Clerk & Recorder 


